 BOROUGH OF SLATINGTON

The Regular Meeting of Council was held on Monday, December 9, 2013 at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers, 125 S. Walnut Street, Slatington, PA 18080.

Presiding: Daniel Stevens: President of Council
Recording Secretary: Bryon Reed, Council Vice-President
The meeting was called to order by President Stevens at 7:00 P.M. with the following in attendance:

ROLL CALL:

PRESENT
 ABSENT
    OTHERS PRESENT
                      VISITORS

Galen Freed      Jon Rinker             Mayor Niedermeyer      Anthony Gnas          Joe Poplawski
  
Bob Steets                                       Ed Healy
                Nathan Stubbs          William Stein
Bryon Reed


    Larry Turoscy                Kris Burek               Carol Gildner           
Daniel Stevens

    
                                          Melvin Gildner         George Moyer
David Schnaars                                                                     Dwight Miller            Ashley Fenstermaker
Gwyneth Neff

                                                       Robert Stettner          Sharon Stanley                                             
                    




   Russell Hallman        Robert Hertzog   
EXECUTIVE SESSION – None at the present time

President Stevens noted that the Resolution pertaining to “Rules and Regulations of Good Conduct” are posted on the wall, to either turn off their cell phones or silence them, and he also reminded everyone about the procedure for signing in for attendance and for addressing the Council.  He then clarified the following:  when a motion and a second is on the floor and he asks for questions, this request pertains only to Council; there are no questions accepted when a motion is being considered.  Any questions on the agenda items may be made during the Visitors Section.  The only exception is when any items which are not on the agenda on which action is taken. 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS –Councilor Schnaars made a motion seconded by Councilor Neff to approve the following sets of minutes as amended: Council Meeting November 11, 2013; Workshop Meetings, November 18 and November 25, 2013.  President Stevens declared the motion passed following a Voice Vote, 6 Ayes, No Nays

You will have five minutes to address Council from the podium.  If you reach the five minute limit, you will be given thirty seconds to conclude your remarks.  The five minutes applies to your time at the podium.  If you exit the podium, you have yielded the floor, and any time you have remaining.  
Vice President Reed said that early this afternoon a circuit board that possibly went bad, which powers the filtration plant.  Steve couldn’t fill the tanks from inside the plant.  He said we issued a message thorough Swift Reach for all residents to conserve water until further notice.  He said at that point we weren’t sure if we would be able to fill the tanks.  He added that 45 minutes ago Steve notified him that we will be able to fill the tanks manually.  He said when the problem is rectified we will send out another message notifying the residents.  He also noted that there is nothing wrong with the water and you can drink it.         
COURTESY OF THE FLOOR (Agenda and Non-Agenda items)

Kris Burek, 1235 Fourth Street – Ms. Burek asked why the Authority minutes aren’t posted to the website.  Ms. Burek also asked how much money is owed to the Borough and what actions are they taking to collect it?  Ms. Burek made several derogatory comments toward President Stevens concerning the Borough manager’s position.  President Stevens did not respond to Ms. Burek.    
Ashley Fenstermaker, 512 E. Church Street- is at the meeting on behalf of the Northern Lehigh PTO.  She is asked for permission for a temporary road closure for a PTO event.  It will be starting at the intersection of Bull Dog Lane and Shadow Oaks Lane and going up Oakhurst Drive.  The event will take place in May 17, 2014 from 9:00 am until 2:00 pm.  She said we are looking to hold a color run for the families and the students of the school district.  She noted that the PTO already has permission from the school district.  Councilor Schnaars asked for Ms. Fenstermaker to submit a letter to Council with all of the information from her organization to Council, so we can take official action.   
REPORTS

The reports of various committees, officials and officers are on file in Borough Hall and are available for public inspection.

APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE/TRANSFER

Councilor Freed made a motion seconded by Councilor Neff to approve payment of the
bills and transfers as presented by the Treasurer.  President Stevens declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS




                          Daniel Stevens    Gwyneth Neff
                          None
                          Bryon Reed         Bob Steets

          

                          David Schnaars    Galen Freed
MAYORS/POLICE CHIEF’S REMARKS

Mayor Niedermeyer noted that on November 16th he attended the Running of the Nuts.  On December 6th he attended the tree lighting ceremony, which was hosted by the Greater Northern Lehigh Chamber of Commerce.   
Chief Rachman noted that the physical agility was held on Saturday, December 7th and that 7 out of 10 people passed.  He said we will be setting up 7 interviews for the full-time position that will be created once George Burke retires.  Chief Rachman also noted that 2 of the 7 are part-time Slatington Officers.   

STANDING COMMITTEES
A.  Highway
1. Winter Maintenance Agreement- Councilor Freed said we received a letter from Penn Dot dated November 19, and they are offering $1,620 per year for us to clear the General Morgan Bridge.  He added they would also like us to clear the Slatington/Walnutport Bridge, which is priced at $1,676.  Councilor Freed said we haven’t had an opportunity to discuss this latest matter, so there will be no action taken tonight.  Council agreed that they aren’t interested in taking on anymore work.  A discussion took place on the proposal.     

2. 2012 CDBG Project- Larry Turoscy said that he is recommending final payment to Livengood Excavators for the E. Church Street project in the amount of $4,404.98.  Councilor Freed made a motion second by Vice President Reed to approve the application for payment to Livengood Excavators in the amount of $4,404. 98.  President Stevens declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:  

ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS



                          Daniel Stevens    Gwyneth Neff
            None

                          Bryon Reed         Bob Steets

          

                          David Schnaars   Galen Freed 

Larry Turoscy asked if the Borough could get the packet of information for the 2013 CDBG project to them earlier.  He said this year it was hard to get all of the work done in the amount of time given.  President Stevens said that we gave it to you immediately.  However the County only gives us a short window to complete the work.  


B.   Public Safety

1.   Generator Update- Councilor Schnaars said they are working on the generator to see if it’s suitable for our needs.  He said they are having a generator company look at it rather than just having Defrain look at it.  He said that the Company that looked at it thinks it can be modified to fit our needs.  We are still waiting to get a report back.     
       2.  Promotion: Councilor Schnaars made a motion second by Councilor Steets to promote Salvatore Taibi to sergeant once George Burke officially retires. President Stevens declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows: 

   ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS




                          Daniel Stevens     Gwyneth Neff
            None

                          Bryon Reed         David Schnaars

          

                 Galen Freed         Bob Steets

      Chief Rachman said Sergeant Burke gave a tentative retirement date of January 16, 2014, however he needs to meet with the police pension committee before he gives his formal notice.  Council congratulated Salvatore Taibi on his upcoming promotion.  
C.   Human/Community Services
1. Presentation from the venture Group- Jason Breidinger announced that the Venture Group did go through its mandatory changes because it has its own set of bi-laws, which rotates the groups that represent certain facets of the Venture Group.  So the Greater Northern Lehigh Chamber of Commerce no longer sits in the chair position, and the new chair is the Eastern Star.    He said they did ratify the agreement for the bill of sale for the Borough of Slatington.  It is signed and he will be dropping it off at Borough Hall.  Attorney Healy asked Mr. Breidinger if everyone who signed the bill of sale contributed or funded the trailhead building; Mr. Breidinger said yes.  Attorney Healy said that is key.  Mr. Breidinger noted how helpful the Pickled Dog has been.  Councilor Schnaars said we are going to accept the Building by Resolution at the Special Meeting on December 23.  

2. PPL Property at Victory Park- Councilor Schnaars announced that President Stevens signed all of the paperwork on Friday and the property is now officially ours.  President Stevens stated that the first thing we need to do is to take it off of the tax rolls.       
D.  Finance- 
1.  Approve 1 tax exemption- Approve Tax Exemption- Councilor Neff made a motion second by Vice President Reed to approve the one Per Capita Tax Exoneration.  President Stevens declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows: 

   ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS




                          Daniel Stevens     Gwyneth Neff
            None

                          Bryon Reed         David Schnaars

          

                 Galen Freed         Bob Steets

2.     Donations- Councilor Neff announced the donations:
a. Active Life- $750.00
b. NOVA- $10,000.00
c. Slatington Library- $5,000.00
d. Northern Lehigh Swimming Pool- $1,000.00
      Councilor Neff made a motion second by Councilor Freed to approve the donations.  President Stevens declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows: 

   ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS




                          Daniel Stevens     Gwyneth Neff
            None

                          Bryon Reed         David Schnaars

          

                 Galen Freed         Bob Steets  
     3.
Steckel and Stopp Rates- Attorney Stopp gave a brief presentation on the rates.  President Stevens asked about the rate increases, Councilor Schnaars said he wasn’t happy with the tone of the letter.  He said normally people come and negotiate things and this was just a statement of fact.  He added that he has only been on Council for a couple of years but this is the second time we received a rate increase letter.  Attorney Stopp explained that in the municipal Market place there are certain professionals that serve municipalities on a regular basis and the way this has happened historically was automatically with no written notice.  He said the letter wasn’t sent to offend anyone however this is just the way things have always been.  Councilor Schnaars asked how he determines how much or how little to increase the rates.  Attorney Stopp said you look at the cost that is necessary to deliver the service.  President Stevens pointed out that there is a difference with you comparing the Borough to a business.  He said we are not a business, we are a municipality, and we are not in the business of making a profit.  We are here to provide a service.  He added that you are a business and are in it to make a profit.  A discussion took place on the rates.  Vice President Reed asked if his rates were competitive with other firms.  Attorney Stopp said he never took a survey so he isn’t sure.  Attorney Stopp in his professional manner went on to grade the performance of his employee Attorney Healy in the public meeting.      
  E.   Sewer/Solid Waste
1.   Authority Bills- Councilor Steets made a motion seconded by Councilor Freed to authorize the affirmation of the Authority’s Transfer request in the amount of $1,261.56; request as listed:  Steckel & Stopp – (October) $597.60, Rettew and Associates- $538.96, and Joan Cheesbrough- (October Minutes) $125.00.  President Stevens declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows: 

 ROLL CALL                       AYES



NAYS




                          Daniel Stevens
Galen Freed            
      



                          Bob Steets        Bryon Reed        



 

                David Schnaars




          Gwyneth Neff





 
 2.    Digester Leak- Councilor Steets explained the problem and said someone is going to come and line the inside of the pipe to repair it.  Vice President Reed explained it further.  
3.   EPA Grant- President Stevens said he submitted all of the paper work, it has been accepted by EPA and we have received the full payment of $77,760.00 for the emergency generator and the reed bed valves.  The remainder of the money will be used for manhole rehabilitation in the amount of $41,000.  He said that with all of the paperwork there is no way it can be completed by April, and Mary Moses offered another extension.  President Stevens said he submitted all of the necessary documents to file for the extension, which will be good until October 2014.  
4.    Rapid Pump and Meter- Councilor Steets explained that they repaired the pipe that was rusted through and when they brought it out Duane and Stefan took off the old one and replaced it with the new one, and saved us $1,390.00 because they did all of the manual labor themselves.  

 F.  Water/Special Sewer Committee
1.   Water was tested and found safe for human consumption
G. Slatington Sesquicentennial Committee 

1.    Councilor Schnaars said there is no update other than that Bryon Reed donated his store front on Main Street for us to sell merchandise in.  Vice President Reed said they are open Wednesdays and Saturdays and it is being operated by volunteers.  

H.  Budget Discussion
1. Budget Discussion- 

Liquid Fuels- President Stevens said that he spoke to PSAB a few months ago and they estimate that our liquid fuels payments should increase either 50-60% incrementally over the next 5 years; we don’t know the specific numbers yet.  President Stevens said that salt and non-skid comes out of here along with street lighting.   Council elected not to change anything in the liquid fuels budget.    

Garbage- President Stevens said there is a little surplus in the garbage which has allowed us not to raise the rates for the past 3 years. He said a few things have gone up, but there is still enough surplus to cover them. Council elected not to change anything in the garbage budget.    

Fire- President Stevens noted that Councilor Rinker and Chief Weaver cut the fire budget and there is nothing left to cut back.  He said as you can see it isn’t balanced due to the increase in insurances.  He said that there are two ideas that we have been throwing around.  One being issuing at user fee which a lot of communities do, by charging home owners insurance if it’s a legitimate call.  The other is cutting back the payment on the aerial truck to what it was last year.  He said last year we raised it from $16,000 total to 20,963.  Councilor Neff noted that this was part of their agreement to purchase the new truck.  Vice President Reed said some of these things that have come up we can’t help, he thinks we need to lower the payment on the aerial.  Council agreed to re-visit the options after executive session.  President Stevens said we are 3,800 short in the fire budget.  
Water- Vice President Reed said that this budget will have a portion of the Borough manager, which is $15,000.  President Stevens pointed out that this was in garbage as well.  If you look at the revenues, we scaled them down a bit and we still have a surplus.  A lot of that is based on our debt payment going down.  He said if you look at the expenses, the total Borough insurance went up $47,000 in the past year, and he is hoping that it will start coming down.  President Stevens said that maintenance at the reservoir includes the replacement of the entire roof on reservoir #1.  He said there are 2 pumps on the back wash ponds which they have re-built several times.  They are now weaker and need to be replaced.  Council elected not to change anything in the water budget.    
Sewer- President Stevens said that last year we stayed very conservative on revenues, this year we had to up the budget because the readings are coming in a lot higher on Walnutport.  He said that he spoke to Allen Ringer, and asked what they expect the billing to be for 2014.  Right now they are paying $39,852.00 per quarter.  President Stevens said that the Borough’s flows moved down a little bit.  He also added that the insurance went up in sewer as well.  Vice President Reed said we have the Authority expense which goes off the numbers they submitted to us.  He added we raised the amount budgeted to chemicals, because they always seem like they are going up.  Vice President Reed said we also raised engineering at the plant we know that we are going to run into problems.  He said that the debt service has gone down as well.  President Stevens said that in 2012 the Blue Cross and Blue Shield was $52,126 and we budgeted $53,000 and now in 2013 we are lower than budgeted Vice President Reed noted that any repairs we run into, we are going to need to borrow money or use some of the money we have in savings.   Council elected not to change anything in the sewer budget.

General- President Stevens said the EIT was about $334,000 in 2012 and budgeted for 2013  $325,000.  It looks like we are going to come in lower this year, but it seems to have picked up a bit.  It will be a little lower than budgeted.  He said the medical expenses is because on claims so we are never sure on that number.  He said we increased engineering because in 2012 we didn’t have one.  President Stevens said our liability insurance went down this year.  He said we raised maintenance on the Municipal building.  President Stevens said we also had to raise legal for the right to know to $13,000.  He have the vehicle purchase in the budget which is the final payment on the interceptor, and the first payment on the new ford utility interceptor.  The guns are in capitol purchases along with new desks and a new camera for one car, which is the most expensive item.  President Stevens said all insurances are up significantly.  He said the reason the ordinance enforcement is up is because the zoning officer comes out of there.  Vice President Reed said he thinks we need to put a limit on it.  

Highway- The vehicle insurance went up.  Parks- there is a little difference we increased it a little bit.       

EXECUTIVE SESSION – President Stevens recessed the Regular Meeting at 9:34 and called for an Executive Session.  At 11:58 P.M. he reconvened the Regular Meeting.  In executive session matters of personnel and legal were discussed.    
       General budget changes- change EIT from $310,000 to $315,000 and reduce the right to know by $10,000 to $3,500.00 and on part-time police salaries reduce that by $10,000 to $89,500.00.        
      Vice President Reed made a motion second by Councilor Schnaars to adopt the preliminary 2014 budget with the changes at noted  President Stevens declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL                       AYES

   NAYS
               ABSTAIN



                          Gwyneth Neff
Galen Freed            
       

Daniel Stevens 
                          Bryon Reed        Bob Steets



 

                David Schnaars
 

President Stevens stated he was abstaining because there was funding for the Borough Manager in the budget and he may apply for the position.  
      Vice President Reed made a motion second by Councilor Freed to advertise the preliminary 2014 budget.  President Stevens declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL                       AYES

   NAYS
               ABSTAIN



                          Gwyneth Neff
Galen Freed            
       

Daniel Stevens 
                          Bryon Reed        Bob Steets



 

                David Schnaars


President Stevens stated he was abstaining because there was funding for the Borough Manager in the        budget and he may apply for the position.  

       Councilor Schnaars made a motion second by Councilor Freed to advertise Ordinance 664 fixing the real estate tax for the 2014 fiscal year, the rate for general Borough purpose is the sum of 4.75 and up to 4.8 mills on each dollar of assessed valuation and a fire tax of .45 mills on each dollar of added valuation for a total of up to 5.20 to 5.25 mills.  President Stevens declared the motion passed following a Roll Call, voting as follows:
ROLL CALL                       AYES

   NAYS
               ABSTAIN



                          Gwyneth Neff
Galen Freed            
       

Daniel Stevens 
                          Bryon Reed        Bob Steets



 

                David Schnaars
 

President Stevens stated he was abstaining because there was funding for the Borough Manager in the        tax increase and he may apply for the position.  

President Stevens asked if we wanted to give a counter offer to Penn Dot for the winter maintenance agreement.  Council agreed that its their bridge let them clear it.  A discussion took place.  Send a letter to Penn Dot rejecting their offer.  

At 12:19 a.m. Councilor Freed made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
Karen Gill 
Assistant Borough Secretary
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