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SLATINGTON’S TRAILS AND
TRAILHEAD ARE A LOCAL TREASURE
For those who did not live in the Slatington area 20 years ago, you
may not realize that there was no trail system or trailhead at that time.
The Walnutport Canal Towpath was the only location that provided
a hiking, running, or walking trail. However, due to the vision and
foresight of local volunteers and organizations, an idea was born.
It started with the construction of the covered bridge along North
Seventh Street. This impressive slate roofed structure was built by
volunteers in 2003, and coincided with the building of the Slatington
portion of the Slate Heritage Trail. Construction of the Washington
Township portion of the Slate Heritage Trail required two more
bridges over Trout Creek. This was followed by the construction of the
Slate restrooms near the covered bridge. A stone stage and pavilion
followed this. Each of these items required a coordinated effort by
volunteers, local government officials, non-profits, state and federal
governments, and residents.
As all this was going on, Lehigh County was working on
construction of various portions of the Delaware and Lehigh National
Heritage Corridor. In August 2011, the 6.2-mile section of the D&L
Trail through Slatington was dedicated. This was named the Asher
Boyer Trail, in honor of a local Boy Scout and volunteer who passed
away in 2004. The D & L Trail linked together with the Slate Heritage
Trail where it crossed Trout creek.
The final piece to this recreation puzzle was the Slatington
Trailhead. This was dedicated on May 17, 2013. It included a pavilion,
slate restrooms, parking, information, refreshments, benches, and
other amenities. Slatington’s trailhead quickly became one of the
most popular in the region due to its location and extensive facilities.
The recent passing of Pete Papay made me think about how much
of a difference a few dedicated volunteers can make. Pete was the
driving force behind many of the impressive structures on our trail
system. It is doubtful that we would have these extensive trail facilities
without the vision and dedication of men like Pete.
The next time you are hiking or biking our trails, enjoying a concert
at the Trailhead, or just relaxing at the Covered Bridge; remember
these great volunteers and think about what contribution you can
make that people will be enjoying 20 years from now.
Borough Manager

Dan Stevens

125 South Walnut Street, Slatington, PA 18080
610-767-2131 Phone • 610-767-7155 Fax
Slatington.org

Make Fall the season
of good health!

LEHIGH VALLEY
SPINAL CARE CENTER
4450 Mountain View Drive
Walnutport PA 18088

New
Patients Seen
Immediately!

• Chiropractic Care
• Rehabilitation Facility
• Sport Injuries
• Auto & Work Related Injuries
• DOT Physicals
• DOT and NON DOT Drug
and Alcohol testing

610-760-8888
Request an appointment online at
www.lvspinalcare.com

BECHTEL’S PHARMACY, INC.

302 Main Street, Slatington • (610) 767-4121
Mon 9am-8pm • Tues-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-2pm • Closed Sunday

“Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family”
• Adult Immunizations
COVID, Flu, Pneumonia, Shingles
• Easy Prescription Transfers
• Most Prescription Plans Accepted
• Medication Management Services
• EMERGENCY PRESCRIPTION SERVICE
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

Hometown Press, the publisher of your
Hometown Newsletter

We would like to send out a Heartfelt, Safe
and Healthy message to all the residents,
businesses, and Township staff
during this pivotal time in history.

“And the World Came Together as the People Stayed Apart”

Family owned and operated for over 100 years.

George G. Bensing
Funeral Home, LLC

A Full Service Funeral Home,
Offering Affordable Traditional &
Cremation Services to Families of all Faiths.

John H. Simons, Supervisor
Frances Bensing, Funeral Director

ON-SITE CREMATORY
2165 Community Drive
(Route 946 Moorestown)
Bath, PA 18014

610-759-3901

fdbensing@verizon.net
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SLATINGTON BOROUGH
COUNCIL
Thomas Bartholomew, President
Bryon Reed, Vice President
Ronald Kratz, Pro Tem
Joseph Wechsler, Councilor
Kevin Steckel, Councilor
Jeffrey Hausman, Councilor
Zachari Halkias, Councilor

BOROUGH MANAGER

Daniel L. Stevens

MAYOR
Jeralyn Walters Schoch

BOROUGH OFFICES

125 S. Walnut Street
Slatington, PA 18080
610-767-2131

SLATINGTON POLICE DEPARTMENT
Chief Dennis Long
610-767-1846
SLATINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT
Austin Berger, Fire Chief
610-767-2424
VIGILANT FIRE COMPANY
610-767-3832
NORTHERN LEHIGH SWIMMING POOL
610-767-1355
SLATINGTON LIBRARY
610-767-6461
UGI GAS COMPANY
610-377-3180

OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS

STATE SENATOR
Pat Browne, 16th Sen. District
570-821-8468

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
Zach Mako, 183rd House District
610-760-9805
NORTHERN LEHIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
610-767-9800
SLATINGTON POST OFFICE
610-767-2182

OTHER MUNICIPAL OFFICES

WALNUTPORT BOROUGH OFFICES
610-767-1322
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP OFFICE
610-767-8108

REDISTRICTING SUBSTANTIALLY
CHANGES REPRESENTATION
By Rep. Zach Mako (R-Lehigh/Northampton)

Every 10 years due to the census, the boundaries of legislative districts at
both the congressional level and state House and Senate must be adjusted to
ensure fair and equal representation in state and federal government for all
citizens.
For the state House and Senate district maps, the changes are NOT subject
to the typical legislative process but are instead developed by the Legislative
Reapportionment Commission or LRC.
The LRC is comprised of five members. The first four are the majority and
minority leaders of the state House of Representatives and the state Senate
(so two Republicans and two Democrats). The fifth and final member was
appointed by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court to serve as chairman after the
other four members could not agree on the appointment.
The court is controlled by Democrats, and they picked a fellow Democrat,
Mark Nordenberg, the former chancellor of the University of Pittsburgh. This
gave Democrats a 3-2 majority on the LRC as it drew the state House and
Senate maps.
The House map ended up passing 4-1, but sadly, it fails voters in a number
of areas. It places Democratic partisan interests and the protection of their
incumbents ahead of all else. As a result, the map has more municipal and
school district splits than are necessary, the districts are not compact, and
Hispanic voters have spoken out that they see their voices – and votes – diluted.
While I was not in the state House during the last round of redistricting, I
saw up close just how partisan the process was this time around. The shock
was that it was Democrats who carried out a gerrymander process after telling
Republicans for years that this sort of practice should be eliminated.
Meanwhile, several lawsuits were filed against the LRC-approved map. The
Supreme Court dismissed the lawsuits, and the LRC map stood and was used
in the primary election in May.
The map made some significant changes to the 183rd Legislative District.
Gone are Washington and Whitehall townships and part of South Whitehall
Township. Added are Lowhill and North Whitehall townships in Lehigh
County and East Allen Township and Bath Borough in Northampton County.
On the congressional side, changes to district lines are approved as
legislation by the General Assembly. Due to population shifts nationwide,
Pennsylvania lost a congressional seat and will now be divided into 17 districts.
We passed a bill that was a map drawn by Lehigh Valley resident Amanda Holt
and incorporated slight modifications to meet the wishes of residents who
testified before the House State Government Committee during hearings held
across the state. The governor vetoed the bill, which then sent the map to the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court to decide.
The court selected a congressional redistricting map known as the Carter
Plan. With the narrow 4-3 ruling, the court completely sidestepped the
Legislature and went with a map drawn by a partisan group. This map changes
the 7th congressional district by adding Carbon County.
All of these changes go into effect for the 2023-24 legislative session.

Representative Zachary Mako

183rd Legislative District
Pennsylvania House of Representatives
Media Contact: Tracy Polovick • 717.260.6358
tpolovick@pahousegop.com
RepMako.com / Facebook.com/RepMako
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SLATINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY
650 Main Street, Slatington

•

610-767-6461

•

Web Site: www.slatelibrary.com

•

Email: slatlib@ptd.net

Hours: Mon. & Wed. 9 a.m. – 7 p.m.; Tues. 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.; Fri. 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m. – 2 p.m.; Closed Thurs. & Sun.

Andrew Carnegie once said, “A library outranks any other one thing a community can do to benefit
its people.” The Slatington Public Library appreciates the community support as we move forward with
expanding our hours and continuing with the major capital improvement of the elevator project. Since
September, the library has added evening hours up to 7 PM on Mondays and Wednesdays. In addition,
The Board of Directors approved the contract with Total Access for the purchase of the elevator, but they
are waiting to receive the final estimate from RKA Construction for the building of the elevator shaft. The
delays and setbacks during this two-year journey remind us of the old saying, “Never resist a temporary
inconvenience if it results in a permanent improvement.”
In the summer, Mrs. Siglin returned with her Wonderful World of Wildlife Program, and she held her
4-day Club in August to captive audiences of youngsters. To continue its commitment to literacy, the
library conducted its annual summer reading program. Lastly, Board members Lynne Fedorcha, Hali
Kuntz, Debbie Moyer, and Renee Evans investigated the start of a program called 1000 Books Before
Kindergarten. Check our website www.slatingtonlibrary.org for important details.
Book Club continues to thrive with members weighing in with their discussion points via Zoom and also in person at the library. Book
selections are posted on the website, and the club meets on the first Monday of the month at 1:00 PM. New members are welcomed to
join. With much anticipation, the library started up preschool story hour in the Fall with Board members Hali Kuntz, Lynne Fedorcha
as well as Debbie Barhight entertaining the toddlers. Lauded every year as our major fundraiser, the 25th.annual Basket Social was held
October 1, 2022 at Slatedale Fire Company.
Two programs that would greatly serve the library would be the resurgence of the Friends of the Library (FOL), and the initiation
of a Teen Advisory Board (TAB). The FOL started in April of 2018 and was a vital part of library tasks and fundraising efforts, but the
pandemic impeded its progress, and some members did not return. There are a few loyal FOL members waiting to meet and continue its
mission to support the library. FOL will meet the second Monday of the month at 6:00 PM if there is enough interest. In trying to start
a TAB program, Board members met with high school and middle school students to discuss ideas, attended a Career Day at the high
school in April, and hosted a game afternoon at the library with refreshments. The mission of TAB is to inspire students in grades 7-12 to
become life-long learners of the library and to give teens a place to express their opinions, make friends, and connect with the community.
Contact the library if interested in either of these programs.
The Slatington Public Library looks forward to expanding its horizons in the service of our patrons. Although we have faced some
challenges, we are grateful for our valued partners, loyal patrons, exceptional librarians, dedicated volunteers, and the exceptional
outpouring of community support this past year.
Updated library hours are the following: Monday,Wednesday 9 AM-7 PM,Tuesday 9 AM- 3 PM, Friday 9 AM- 5 PM, Saturday 8 AM2 PM. Closed on Thursday and Sunday.

SAVE THE DATE
For

“THE GATHERING AT 92”
New look and new location for the Gathering tradition. The
Gathering at 92 will be held at the Main Street Trailhead in
Slatington, on Saturday, October 15. The event will start at 10 AM
and continue until 6PM. This will be a Free Event featuring the
music of Jenny Hacket from 11-2 and the Groove from 2:30 – 5:30.
A basket raffle will be held and food and spirits will be available.
Come out and enjoy the beautiful area we all live in.
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A STRONG BUDGET FOR DIFFICULT FINANCIAL TIMES
By State Senator Pat Browne

As the Chairman of the state Senate’s Appropriations Committee, it has been my honor and responsibility to guide an annual fiscal
budget through the Legislature. I am pleased to report that the General Assembly approved a $45.2 billion General Fund Budget for
Fiscal Year 2022-23 that meets the needs of Pennsylvanians today, cuts taxes, and invests in our future, without creating multi-billiondollar budget deficits in coming years. This budget was possible in part because of the fiscally responsible approach we have taken in past
budgets. Because of that work and discipline, our state is now in the strongest financial position it has been in for generations.
The recently passed state budget does not raise any broad-based taxes on hard working Pennsylvania families and businesses. In fact,
this budget will lower taxes on Pennsylvania businesses through a reduction in the Corporate Net Income (CNI) Tax rate. Currently,
Pennsylvania’s CNI is one of the highest in the nation. This step will help to spur economic investment and create jobs.
Investing in our children’s education is the best way to ensure a bright future for our families. This budget does just that by increasing
funding for Pennsylvania schools by a historic $850 million for Pre-K through K-12 education, providing our children the resources
they need to succeed. This includes $225 million in “Level Up” funding to support the 100 most financially challenged districts. We also
dedicated more funding to ensure our schools are safe and secure. This includes $200 million of additional funding to be directed to the
School Safety and Security Fund.
We also looked ahead with this budget. We have prepared for future challenges by transferring $2.1 billion to the Commonwealth’s
“Rainy Day” Fund, bringing the balance in the fund to nearly $5 billion. These dollars will help to insulate the state and the vital programs
it supports from economic downturns in the future and help to prevent the need to raise taxes.
I am proud to have played a leading role in crafting a budget that puts the Commonwealth in the most fiscally solvent position
we have been in for generations. When we look back at where we were just two years ago at the start of worst pandemic in our country’s
history, no one could have envisioned that now, not only would we be through the worst of that health crisis, but that we would be in the
positive financial position we are in today. I am proud of the progress our state has made over the past decade since the Great Recession,
especially the last two years through the global pandemic. This year’s budget highlights that progress and charts a course for a prosperous
tomorrow.

My Offices are Here to Help You

Please contact me concerning any issues you are facing with the state government or legislative issues at any of my offices listed below.
Main District Office
Five City Center
740 W. Hamilton Street,
Suite 200
Allentown, PA 18101
610-821-8468
Toll-Free: 1-800-280-7728
FAX: 610-821-6798
By Appointment Only

Western Lehigh County
Upper Macungie Twp. Bldg.
8330 Schantz Road
Breinigsville, PA 18031
610-366-2327
FAX: 610-366-2329
By Appointment Only

Northern Lehigh County
North Whitehall Township Building
3256 Levans Road
Coplay, PA 18037
610-769-5566
FAX: 610-769-5568
By Appointment Only

COMEDY NIGHT and DINNER
NORTHERN VALLEY EMS
2375 Levans Road, Coplay

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2023

Feature and Headliner to be announced.
Please check our website for further information - www.northernvalleyems.com
• Doors open at 6:00 PM • Buffet dinner at 7:00 PM • Soft drinks – BYOB
• Show starts at 8:00 PM • Tickets are $50.00 per person • Benefits Northern Valley EMS
FOR TICKETS, call Shawna at 610-799-0460
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NORTHERN VALLEY EMERGENCY SERVICES, INC. (NOVA)

Northern Valley Emergency Medical Services, Inc. (NOVA) is the primary ambulance service for your community. NOVA is overseen
by a volunteer Board of Directors, Executive Director, Operations Manager, and Business Office Manager. In 2021, fifty-five career and
volunteer providers responded to 2,452 emergency calls. NOVA is financially supported by donations, grants, municipal contributions,
fundraisers, service fees, and the NOVA Auxiliary.
The Annual Subscription Drive is NOVA’s largest fundraiser and is ongoing throughout the year. The 2022 subscription forms were
mailed to your homes in November of 2021. Forms can also be obtained from your local municipal office and newsletter or the NOVA
South Station on Levans Road in Coplay. You can also subscribe via phone by calling the Business Office at 610-262-1075.
This past year has been very challenging for EMS with healthcare staffing
shortages and the pandemic. Despite these challenges NOVA added powerlift
stretchers and UV disinfection lamps to each truck, purchased new radio
equipment, power-load stretchers systems, and additional medical equipment.
North Whitehall Township, Heidelberg Township, the Keystone Communities
Grant supported by Senator Patrick Browne, the Highmark, Inc./PA EMS
Provider Foundation Grant, the PA Office of State Fire Commissioner Grant,
and The John A. Johnson & Wilhelmina S. Johnson Foundation, Inc. were
instrumental in purchasing these items totaling $251,885.00.
NOVA is seeking part-time and full-time Paramedics. Application information
can be obtained on our website at www.northernvalleyems.com.
Thank you for your continued support. At NOVA, our motto is “Caring is
What We Do Best” and we look forward to caring for you in 2022.
Kristie D. Wentling, SHRM-CP, NREMT-B
Executive Director, Northern Valley EMS, Inc.
Northern Valley EMS, Inc. (NOVA) is the primary emergency medical services
provider for Slatington Borough. The 2022 Subscription drive is ongoing, and your
subscription and donation provide NOVA with needed operating funds.
NOVA is hiring part-time and full-time Paramedics and EMTs. Please visit our
website at www.northernvalleyems.com for more information.
In addition to high-quality emergency medical services, NOVA also offers Community
Care Visits, complimentary child car safety checks, CPR & first aid training, urgent nonemergency transports for subscribers, and special event standbys.

Thank you for your continued support.

“Where Funeral Service is Provided in a
Personal and Dignified Way.”
Specializing In Funeral Pre-Planning
Affordable Funeral, Cremation and
Veterans Services Available
www.hunsickerfuneralhome.com

Kevin E. Hunsicker
Funeral Home, Inc.
4214 Main Street, PO Box 29
Slatedale, PA 18079-0029
Kevin E. Hunsicker, Supervisor

Tel: 610 767-3700

Hunsicker Funeral Home
& Cremation Services
3438 PA Route 309
Orefield, PA 18069-2418
Susan A. Tretter, Supervisor

Tel: 610 841-7050
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Serving the Northern Lehigh
and surrounding areas for the past 66 years.
David M. Harding
Funeral Director / President

Nathanael J. Horvath
Supervisor

25-27 N. Second Street • Slatington, PA 18080

610-767-3011 • www.hardingfuneralhomeinc.com

TO THE BUSINESSES!

The Borough welcomes the sponsorship of its advertisers
who are helping to pay for the content and publication
costs of this newsletter, so please
support your local businesses. The
Borough is paying for the mailing
costs. The remarks and content of
any advertiser do not reflect the
views of or an endorsement by the
Borough of Slatington.

