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Residents are not always aware of all of the services and activities 
that their tax dollars help to fund. I am taking this opportunity to 
remind you of some of the things your community has to offer. 
The Borough will hold two electronics recycling events in 2022 
(March 26 and November 12 (from 9AM-11AM). Residents can 
dispose of one T.V. (up to 40 inches) and numerous other items 
for free. There is a charge for certain other items. A complete 
list will be available as the event approaches. We started hosting 
these events when the State changed the law concerning disposal 
of electronics into landfills. In addition, the Borough will cohost 
a shredding event on Oct. 1 from 10 AM till Noon. All these 
events are held at the Borough Maintenance Building.

The Borough splits the cost of grinding mulch with Washington 
Township. Therefore, Borough residents can dispose of branches, 
brush, leaves, grass, Christmas trees and cuttings. These can be 
dropped off behind the Washington Twp. Building in Emerald. 
Please check with Washington Twp. for hours. 

There are two community yard sales on May 13, 14, & 15 and 
Sept. 16, 17 & 18.  No yard sale permit is required to take part in 
these events. 

Your tax dollars help fund the Northern Lehigh Recreation 
Authority. The Authority holds many events during the year. 
The majority of these are free of charge. Some of the most 
popular include a series of free concerts at the new Victory Park 
Amphitheatre, Wednesday Unwind concerts at the Slatington 
Trailhead, Food Truck Festival at Victory Park, Trunk or Treat, 
Candy Cane Hunt, and various outdoor hikes. 

So, as the snow melts and temperatures warm, turn off the T.V., 
get off the couch, and take advantage of what your community 
has to offer.  
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George G. Bensing
Funeral Home, LLC

A Full Service Funeral Home,
Offering Affordable Traditional & 

Cremation Services to Families of all Faiths.

2165 Community Drive
(Route 946 Moorestown)

Bath, PA 18014

610-759-3901

Family owned and operated for over 100 years.

John H. Simons, Supervisor
Frances Bensing, Funeral Director

ON-SITE CREMATORY

fdbensing@verizon.net

Keith W. Strohl
610-767-3861

Charles A. Waters
610-799-4641

Stephen A. Strack
610-262-7857

Justin L. Schell
610-799-4641

Tristan K. Luengen
610-767-3861

STECKEL & STOPP, LLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

• Chiropractic Care
• Rehabilitation Facility
• Sport Injuries
• Auto & Work Related Injuries
• DOT Physicals
• DOT and NON DOT Drug  
   and Alcohol testing

610-760-8888610-760-8888
Request an appointment online at

www.lvspinalcare.com

Hard Brake, Now Neckache?Hard Brake, Now Neckache?

LEHIGH VALLEY
SPINAL CARE CENTER

4450 Mountain View Drive
Walnutport PA 18088

New  
Patients Seen 
Immediately!
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PROTECT YOURSELF FROM  
IDENTITY THEFT, SCAMS

By Rep. Zach Mako (R-Lehigh/Northampton)
As more and more people shop from home and work to declutter their lives, 

they can unknowingly fall victim to scams and identity theft.
In 2020, there were almost 1.4 million reports of identity theft made to the 

Federal Trade Commission’s IdentityTheft.gov website. This is about twice as 
many as in 2019.

One of the ways identities are stolen is when documents are not securely 
destroyed.

To help residents of the 183rd Legislative District protect themselves against 
identity theft, I am once again partnering with the Borough of Slatington to 
host a free, on-site shredding event for paper documents containing sensitive 
personal information. The event will be held on Saturday, Oct. 1, from 10 a.m. 
to noon at Robert “Bob” LaBold Maintenance Building, 550 W. Church St., 
Slatington.

There is a limit of four bags or boxes per household. No businesses, please.
Examples of items you may want to bring include bank and credit card 

statements, tax documents, insurance claim forms and anything that lists a 
Social Security number. Staples, paper clips and manila folders are acceptable. 
X-rays and hanging folders are prohibited.

Many times, people don’t know how long to hold onto paper documents. 
It is recommended to keep savings pass books, canceled checks, check stubs, 
bank statements, receipted bills and sales slips, and property investment 
records for seven years. Income tax records should be held onto for 10 years. 
Finally, stock and bond records should be kept for at least seven years.

Another way your identity can be stolen is online from copycat websites. 
Malicious emails and websites can appear to be from legitimate sources. 
Do not click on email links. Instead, bookmark the URL for sites you use to 
ensure you are accessing the appropriate site. If purchasing items online, be 
sure to monitor your accounts after for fraudulent or unauthorized charges. 
In addition, check for a padlock symbol in the website address bar at the top 
of the page.

A third way, a scammer may try to steal your identity is by using technology 
to make it seem like your financial institution is calling you to inform you 
that your card or account has been compromised. They may have details like 
the last four numbers of your card or listing of recent purchases. This is an 
attempt to establish credibility and create an urgency to prevent additional 
fraudulent activity, while seeking additional sensitive financial information. 
Your financial institution will not call you unsolicited and ask for details such 
as your Social Security number, account or credit card numbers, or password. 
Always contact your financial institution directly using the phone number 
from your statement, bank card or its website to verify any calls from the 
institution.

Pennsylvanians who have fallen victim to identity theft can visit https://
www.identitytheft.gov/. Those who are victims of a scam can contact their 
financial institution and local police department through non-emergency 
channels. Additionally, victims can file a complaint with the FBI Internet 
Crime Complaint Center at https://www.ic3.gov/. 

Representative Zachary Mako
183rd Legislative District

Pennsylvania House of Representatives
Media Contact: Tracy Polovick • 717.260.6358

tpolovick@pahousegop.com
RepMako.com / Facebook.com/RepMako
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SLATINGTON PUBLIC  L IBRARY
650 Main Street, Slatington     •     610-767-6461     •     Web Site: www.slatelibrary.com      •     Email: slatlib@ptd.net

Hours: Mon. & Wed. 9 a.m. – 7 p.m.; Tues. 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.; Fri. 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m. – 2 p.m.;  Closed Thurs. & Sun.

Lauren Ward once said, “Libraries always remind us that there are good things in the world.” The 
“GOOD” in the Slatington Public Library is vast in the programs, resources, and services offered to 
its patrons spearheaded by Library Director Rosanne Pugh and Librarian Louise Bechtel. With the 
major capital improvement of the elevator project looming, the Slatington Library plans to expand its 
opportunities for the community, and this endeavor will ensure the safety of the staff.

 Although the library expected to have an operational elevator last summer, the Pennsylvania 
Department of Labor and Industry was unable to grant a variance on codes that currently exist for elevator 
installation. The original design located the hybrid-lift elevator in the pre-existing elevator shaft from 
1896 in the rear of the building. Yet, the proposed lift was 11 ½ inches beyond the 14 feet allowed by code. 
The Board of Directors and staff worked relentlessly with the contractor and the elevator manufacturer to 
rescue the project.

 By the end of 2021, RKA Construction concluded that the best location for the elevator would be in 
the center of the library, up to the second floor through the skylight opening. Next, the elevator company 
Total Access proposed a small elevator instead of the hybrid lift. Consequently, these changes would meet 

the PA L&I codes. These necessary changes have impacted the cost of the projected, and the library has $74,000 of the estimated final cost 
of $150,000. The library is planning to write grants and work with its project partners to get this major improvement completed by the 
summer. Despite the delay, the library remains grateful to the community for its financial support and its understanding in handling this 
unfortunate setback. The library is committed to promoting lifelong learning to create a community of well-informed patrons.

 In December, the Slatington Public Library celebrated for the first time in two years the newest names added to The Louise Hallman 
Memorial Plaque. The names are the following: Russell Hallman, Ron and Hali Kuntz, and Lynne Fedorcha (2 $1000 donations).  
Established in 2010 by her children Linda Nierer, Connie Rehrig, and the late Russell Hallman, the Hallman Plaque honors the memory 
of a loved one or in honor of a loved with a minimum donation of $1000. The library appreciates the generosity of the Hallman family in 
giving us the opportunity to recognize members of the community while raising funds to further our mission of literacy and service. 

 It’s time to review some highlights since the Fall Newsletter with the following notes:
Board Secretary Renee Evans met with 30 Middle School students in January along with Principal Dave Hauser to kick off the first 

meeting of the Teen Advisory Board. In the next phase, the high school students will meet with library board members and HS librarian 
Mrs. Tiedeman.  The mission of the Teen Advisory Board is to inspire students in grades 7-12 to become life-long users of the library 
and to give teens a place to express their opinions, make friends, and connect to the community. This goal is to be achieved by promoting 
reading and library use and developing and implementing programs that serve local teens.

The Donald Owens Reading Challenge kicked off February 18 and continues to May 1, 2022 with four $25 prizes donated by Board 
President Wanda Owens in honor of her late husband.          

Book Club meets the first Monday of each month with approximately 15 members/month meeting via Zoom.  Check the library’s 
website for up-to-date information about reading selections and info on when the Book Club will return to the library for in-person 
discussion.

FOL – Although Friends of the Library has been inactive since the pandemic, the library staff and board of directors is looking to 
reorganize with interested past volunteers and newcomers.  Check the library’s website for the first meeting date and time.

The 24th. Annual Basket Social held virtually at the Slatedale Fire Company on October 2, 2021 was very successful. Once again, the 
community supported generously the library’s major fundraiser. 

The library continues to be a resource for books, periodicals, internet access, faxing, copy service, movies (VHS and DVD), and data 
bases such as Ancestry, Rosetta Stone, and Law Depot. 

For your convenience, one may secure a library card online by visiting the links to the online resource page; click on the card catalogue 
and look at the bottom left corner of the screen; click and follow the instructions. This card is the key to 500,000 resources collectively 
offered by the new Lehigh Carbon Library with 11 participating libraries.

Updated library hours are the following: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9 AM-5 PM, Tuesday 9 AM- 3 PM, Saturday 8 AM – 12 PM, 
closed on Thursday and Sunday.

TO THE BUSINESSES!
The Borough welcomes the sponsorship of its advertisers who are helping to pay for the content and 
publication costs of this newsletter, so please support your local businesses. The Borough is paying for the 
mailing costs. The remarks and content of any advertiser do not reflect the views of or an endorsement 
by the Borough of Slatington.



4

RECYCLING AND GARBAGE UPDATE
The Borough recently signed a new 3-year contract with County Waste (a GFL Company). The new contract was bid at a price of $491,635 

per year. This compares with our past 5-year contract with County Waste for $174,500 per year.  This was one of 4 bids we received which 
ranged between $491,635 and $1,006,591 per year. The cost of fuel, labor, Covid-19, and a poor recycling market have created a perfect storm 
for skyrocketing prices in the municipal waste hauling business. 

The increase in contract price by 280% of what we had been paying required the Borough to increase the quarterly rate from $50 to $80 per 
quarter. You may remember that rates had been reduced from $66 to $50 per quarter when the original contract was signed with County Waste. 
Notwithstanding the increase to $80, the Borough is still using $68,000 per year out of the Garbage Fund surplus to balance the Garbage Budget.  

The new contract will be for weekly garbage pick-up, and recycling pick-up every other week. We are waiting for the new schedule from 
County Waste, but they have informed us to follow the past schedule until we receive a new one. In addition, they have stated that they are 
still picking up recycling every week until they issue a new schedule. 

We know many residents are frustrated by problems with garbage and recycling pick-up. The Borough office shares your frustration, and 
has repeatedly addressed your concerns with the hauler. However, we continue to ask that residents report problems directly to the hauler. 
Residents who need a bulk pick-up must schedule it with the hauler. The contact number is 1-800-832-3304. In addition, problems and 
questions can be sent by email to:  County.custsupport@gflenv.com

Unfortunately, the problems with trash and recycling pick-up are not limited to Slatington. We have heard similar complaints from many 
local communities. A limited pool of labor has been cut further by the surge in Covid-19 cases. Poor winter weather has combined with the 
above factors, and resulted in delayed pick-ups, missed pick-ups, and resident’s frustration. Hopefully, warmer weather will result in improved 
service. Thank you for your patience.

SLATINGTON  
BOROUGH GARAGE

550 West Church Street 
Slatington, PA 18080

Saturday, March 26th, 2022

9am-11am or until truck full

Slatington Residents Only 
Proof of Residency Required

NON CONTACT!! YOU MAY 
STAY IN YOUR CAR! YOU 

MUST WEAR A FACE MASK!

Please have exact change or 
check prepared. Envelope  

Preferred.
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The SWIFT 911 – Emergency Notification System is an automated telephone calling system whereby the Borough communicates directly with 
residents to inform you of local emergencies.  The system also works with text messages.  SWIFT 911 touts its service as an “extremely valuable 
tool used to keep communities informed during a crisis.”

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has rules governing public water systems and requires the Borough to have 
a Public Notification system in place.

If used properly, SWIFT 911 can be an effective tool to inform residents of any information relating to Water Boil Advisories & Water 
Conservation; Hydrant Flushing; Snow Emergencies and Plowing Schedules; Street Sweeping Schedules; Leaf Collection Schedules, Construction 
& Traffic inconveniences; Billing Reminders; and other public information. 

The major component of the SWIFT 911 system is an accurate database where the Borough staff maintains and updates contact information 
for our residents.  The Borough needs to update this database in order to be effective… simply stated, we need your help!

KEEPING RESIDENTS INFORMED

Please take a moment to complete this form and return it with your utility bill to the Borough Office at your convenience so you don’t miss 
out on useful information about your community.  Thank You.

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN TO BOROUGH OFFICE    •    SWIFT 911
Name: ___________________________________________________  Phone Number: ____________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________  Apt #: ___________ Slatington, PA 18080

How would you prefer to receive information? ______ by Phone _____ by Text Message
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“Where Funeral Service is Provided in a  
Personal and Dignified Way.”

Specializing In Funeral Pre-Planning 
Affordable Funeral, Cremation and  

Veterans Services Available
www.hunsickerfuneralhome.com

Kevin E. Hunsicker
Funeral Home, Inc.
4214 Main Street, PO Box 29
Slatedale, PA 18079-0029
Kevin E. Hunsicker, Supervisor

Tel: 610 767-3700

Hunsicker Funeral Home
& Cremation Services
3438 PA Route 309
Orefield, PA 18069-2418
Susan A. Tretter, Supervisor

Tel: 610 841-7050
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NORTHERN VALLEY EMERGENCY SERVICES, INC. (NOVA)
Northern Valley Emergency Medical Services, Inc. (NOVA) is the primary ambulance service for your community.   NOVA is overseen 

by a volunteer Board of Directors, Executive Director, Operations Manager, and Business Office Manager.  In 2021, fifty-five career and 
volunteer providers responded to 2,452 emergency calls.  NOVA is financially supported by donations, grants, municipal contributions, 
fundraisers, service fees, and the NOVA Auxiliary.

The Annual Subscription Drive is NOVA’s largest fundraiser and is ongoing throughout the year.  The 2022 subscription forms were 
mailed to your homes in November of 2021.  Forms can also be obtained from your local municipal office and newsletter or the NOVA 
South Station on Levans Road in Coplay.    You can also subscribe via phone by calling the Business Office at 610-262-1075.

This past year has been very challenging for EMS with healthcare staffing 
shortages and the pandemic.  Despite these challenges NOVA added powerlift 
stretchers and UV disinfection lamps to each truck, purchased new radio 
equipment, power-load stretchers systems, and additional medical equipment.  
North Whitehall Township, Heidelberg Township, the Keystone Communities 
Grant supported by Senator Patrick Browne, the Highmark, Inc./PA EMS 
Provider Foundation Grant, the PA Office of State Fire Commissioner Grant, 
and The John A. Johnson & Wilhelmina S. Johnson Foundation, Inc. were 
instrumental in purchasing these items totaling $251,885.00.

NOVA is seeking part-time and full-time Paramedics.  Application information 
can be obtained on our website at www.northernvalleyems.com.

Thank you for your continued support.  At NOVA, our motto is “Caring is 
What We Do Best” and we look forward to caring for you in 2022.

Kristie D. Wentling, SHRM-CP, NREMT-B
Executive Director, Northern Valley EMS, Inc.
Northern Valley EMS, Inc. (NOVA) is the primary emergency medical services 

provider for Slatington Borough.  The 2022 Subscription drive is ongoing, and your 
subscription and donation provide NOVA with needed operating funds.

NOVA is hiring part-time and full-time Paramedics and EMTs.  Please visit our 
website at www.northernvalleyems.com for more information.

In addition to high-quality emergency medical services, NOVA also offers Community 
Care Visits, complimentary child car safety checks, CPR & first aid training, urgent non-
emergency transports for subscribers, and special event standbys.

Thank you for your continued support.



David M. Harding 
Funeral Director / President

Nathanael J. Horvath 
Supervisor

25-27 N. Second Street • Slatington, PA 18080
610-767-3011 • www.hardingfuneralhomeinc.com

Serving the Northern Lehigh  
and surrounding areas for the past 66 years.
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“Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family”
• Adult Immunizations 

COVID, Flu, Pneumonia, Shingles 
• Easy Prescription Transfers

• Most Prescription Plans Accepted  
• Medication Management Services  

• EMERGENCY • PRESCRIPTION SERVICE
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

BECHTEL’S PHARMACY, INC.
302 Main Street, Slatington  •  (610) 767-4121

Mon – Fri 9am – 8pm, Sat 9am – 2pm


